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ABSTRACT

"Entrepreneurship for Empowerment Persons with Disabilities" emphasizes the importance of supporting disabled entrepreneurs in Malaysia for their economic independence and societal integration. This study examines the hurdles, available support systems, and areas for improvement within Malaysia's entrepreneurial sphere for people with disabilities. It investigates whether disabled individuals engage in entrepreneurship out of passion or due to limited job opportunities, exploring challenges such as financial limitations, societal prejudices, and insufficient resources. Offering suggestions to improve success rates, the research aims to encourage positive shifts in policies and attitudes, providing targeted aid for disabled entrepreneurs in Selangor. This research theme delves into the obstacles confronted by disabled entrepreneurs on their entrepreneurial journey in Selangor. It explores their challenges, methods for business establishment and growth, and the determination shown in navigating societal biases, financial constraints, and limited resource accessibility. Through qualitative interviews with disabled entrepreneurs in Selangor, the study seeks to uncover their experiences, motivations, and unique barriers. The findings will guide the creation of policies and programs to empower disabled entrepreneurs, cultivating a more supportive entrepreneurial landscape in Selangor.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
In "Entrepreneurship for Empowerment Persons with Disabilities," the (AlContentfy team, 2023) draws attention to the burgeoning potential of entrepreneurship for individuals with disabilities in Malaysia. The concept of entrepreneurship empowerment is highlighted, describing the process of providing individuals with the tools, resources, and mindset necessary to embark on entrepreneurial ventures. This empowerment grants individuals the autonomy and confidence to shape their destinies, cultivate innovative ideas, and establish viable businesses.
The study underscores the importance of supporting entrepreneurs with disabilities, emphasizing its role in not only fostering economic independence but also promoting a more inclusive society. The research aims to delve into the Malaysian entrepreneurial landscape for individuals with disabilities, with a focus on understanding the challenges they face, the existing support systems, and the need for advancement in their entrepreneurial pursuits.
Within the context of exploring the hurdles faced by entrepreneurs with disabilities in Selangor, the problem statement centers on understanding whether individuals embark on entrepreneurship out of passion and commitment or due to the lack of suitable employment opportunities. The study seeks to identify and analyze the specific obstacles encountered by disabled entrepreneurs, including financial constraints, societal perceptions, geographic accessibility issues, and inadequate business resources (Hamdan, 2023; Hamdan et al., 2023; Jalil, 2021; Rodzi, 2024).
(Mills, 2023) further discusses this theme, emphasizing that overcoming obstacles in entrepreneurship entails accepting multiple failures, daring to do things differently, and navigating uncertainties about outcomes. The research aims to explore how disabled entrepreneurs in Selangor navigate these challenges, shedding light on their resilience, determination, and the strategies they employ to achieve success despite adversity. This article review will delve into the insights provided by these studies, aiming to inform further research and contribute to policy changes and targeted support for disabled entrepreneurs in Selangor.

2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Challenges of Disabilities Entrepreneur
The systematic review titled "The Challenges of Disabled Entrepreneurs" thoroughly investigates the unique obstacles faced by entrepreneurs with disabilities. This study aims to carefully examine the existing literature regarding the challenges confronted by disabled individuals in their entrepreneurial pursuits, with a particular focus on their motivations and the hurdles they encounter. It sheds light on various factors such as financial constraints, social support systems, regulatory barriers, gaps in business knowledge, and biases prevalent in the market (Azizan, 2021; Hamzah, 2022; Shuhaimi, 2021).
By analyzing ten articles sourced from reputable databases, the review uses the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Meta-Analyses (PRISMA) guidelines to systematically organize the research field. The study emphasizes the urgent need for further exploration to craft effective policies and interventions that facilitate the engagement and success of disabled entrepreneurs within the broader entrepreneurship landscape. (Norliza, The Challenges of Disabled Entrepreneurs: A systematic review, 2023)
The literature review delves into the intricate challenges faced by disabled entrepreneurs, particularly emphasizing the financial and social barriers impeding their entrepreneurial ventures. Financial obstacles encompass difficulties in securing funding, the exorbitant costs associated with medical care and assistive technologies, and the limited access to financial resources and government assistance programs. Social challenges include feelings of isolation, experiences of discrimination, negative societal attitudes, restricted access to business networks and mentorship, and encountering harmful stereotypes from clients, investors, and partners.
Acknowledging the necessity for tailored policies, programs, and interventions to address these challenges, the study advocates for the establishment of a more inclusive and supportive entrepreneurship environment for individuals with disabilities (bin Othman et al., 2024; Hamdan et al., 2023; Mustapha & Seman, 2023). Additionally, the research identifies gaps in the current literature, underscoring the importance of further exploration to effectively bolster support for disabled entrepreneurs and enhance their participation in the business realm. (Norliza, The Challenges of Disabled Entrepreneurs: A systematic review, 2023)
In conclusion, the systematic review provides valuable insights into the myriad challenges faced by disabled entrepreneurs, stressing the pressing need for more comprehensive research and the formulation of effective policies to tackle these impediments (Jamaludin et al., 2024, 2025). It calls for a collaborative effort from governmental bodies, agencies, policymakers, and industries to mitigate resource disparities and champion the inclusion and prosperity of disabled entrepreneurs within the entrepreneurial landscape. Ultimately, the study highlights the importance of fostering an entrepreneurial culture that embraces diversity, empowering individuals with disabilities to unleash their full potential as successful business owners. (Norliza, The Challenges of Disabled Entrepreneurs: A Systematic Review, 2023)

3.0 METHODOLOGY
3.1 Research Design 
In this study, a qualitative research design was employed to investigate the employment landscape for individuals with disabilities in Malaysia. The use of guided semi-structured interviews as the primary data collection method offered a flexible and focused approach. Semi-structured interviews, as explained by (George, 2022), involve questions within a predetermined framework, allowing for adjustments in wording and sequence to delve deeper into respondents' perspectives. This method is widely utilized in disciplines such as marketing and social science to gain a nuanced understanding of participants' beliefs and experiences. (Dovetail, 2023)
Participants were encouraged to share their insights on how individuals with disabilities can establish income sources or partake in entrepreneurial activities. The open-ended nature of these interviews facilitated the gathering of detailed and insightful accounts, providing a rich understanding of the challenges and opportunities faced by disabled individuals in the realm of entrepreneurship.

3.2 Research Sampling
This study delved into the experiences of entrepreneurs with disabilities in the Selangor region, chosen for practicality. Employing a maximum diversity sampling approach suited for semi-structured interviews, the study aimed to gather a wide range of perspectives. Snowball sampling, a non-probability method, was utilized to expand the sample size. This technique, starting with initial participants and then relying on referrals, continued until saturation was achieved. (Nikolopoulou, 2023)
Snowball sampling proved invaluable for reaching populations that might otherwise be hard to access, particularly marginalized groups such as the homeless. Participants were encouraged to refer others they trusted, facilitating data collection. (Nikolopoulou, 2023)
The study's initial participant offered numerous referrals, each of which was thoroughly explored to gather sufficient data. The objective was to reach a "saturation point," indicating that further participants would likely echo existing findings. Through this method, the study ensured a diverse array of perspectives from disabled entrepreneurs in the Selangor region, providing valuable insights into their experiences in entrepreneurship.
3.3 Method of Conducting Qualitative Research 
 3..4.1 Research Participants
The interview questions were tailored to the research objectives of empowering individuals with disabilities through entrepreneurship. They aimed to understand the perspectives of disabled individuals on their entrepreneurial engagement and gather insights on enhancing their success. Initially prepared in English, participants had the option to communicate in Bahasa Melayu for better comprehension.
From February 26, 2024, to March 9, 2024, three entrepreneurs with disabilities were interviewed. Despite the small sample size, the depth of information gathered was substantial, supporting the study's conclusions. Interviews were conducted informally, with participants briefed on the study's aims beforehand. Probing questions were used to delve deeper into their responses. Each session lasted around an hour and was recorded on video.
The study included three entrepreneurs with disabilities, each chosen to provide diverse insights into entrepreneurship challenges and successes within this demographic. Mr. Azizi Latif Bin Abdul Latif, a painter with a physical hand disability; Puan Nor Zaidah Binti Ab Rahman, who runs a tailoring business; and Mr. Mahmud Bin Rasul, a cookie-selling entrepreneur with a half-body stroke. Chosen for their diverse experiences, they offered valuable insights into the challenges and successes of entrepreneurship for disabled individuals.

3.4.2 Data Analysis Approach
Thematic analysis was the chosen method for analyzing the data in this study. This approach is commonly used in qualitative research, particularly with textual materials such as interviews or transcripts. The researcher carefully reviewed the recorded interviews, looking for recurring themes consistent topics, ideas, and patterns of meaning. (Caulfield, 2019)
Initially, the interviews were transcribed verbatim, creating a dataset of text for analysis. The data then underwent a structured analysis process where segments were identified and labeled with descriptive codes representing key concepts or ideas. These codes were further organized into potential themes based on commonalities and connections observed in the data. Through an iterative review process, these themes were refined to accurately capture the essence of the data.
The resulting themes were then interpreted and presented in the study's findings, aiming to provide a comprehensive understanding of the experiences, challenges, and perspectives of individuals with disabilities in the context of entrepreneurship and empowerment. Thematic analysis was employed to offer valuable insights and contribute to the existing body of knowledge in this important research area.
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Figure 1: Process of Thematic Analysis for this study

Steps for conducting thematic analysis:
1. Transcription of Data: Begin by converting the interview recordings or written material into text. This involves turning spoken words into written form to facilitate analysis.
2. Getting Acquainted with Data: Engage with the raw text, familiarizing oneself with the transcribed content. Take notes, highlight key points, and recognize any initial patterns or thoughts that stand out.
3. Creating Initial Codes: Initiate the coding process by pinpointing and labeling text segments that align with the research questions or themes of interest. Assign descriptive labels or codes to these segments.
4. Identifying Potential Themes: Analyze the coded segments, grouping them into potential themes or patterns. Look for recurring ideas, concepts, or subjects that consistently emerge from the data.
5. Refining and Defining Themes: Further develop and define the research themes using the coded segments, ensuring that each theme captures a distinct aspect of the data. Confirm that the themes are clear and meaningful.
6. Interpreting Data: Interpret the themes by exploring how they relate to the research objectives and the insights they provide. Consider the broader implications of each theme within the study's context.
7. Presenting Findings: Document the analyses by presenting the identified themes, supported by relevant quotes or examples from the data. Elaborate on each theme and discuss its significance in connection to the research questions.







4.0 FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
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In this research, the chosen themes have been carefully selected to offer a thorough understanding of the experiences, hurdles, and viewpoints of disabled individuals in the realms of entrepreneurship and empowerment. Through a detailed analysis and subsequent discussion, the study aims to shed light on the unique challenges faced by disabled entrepreneurs, including financial limitations, social support structures, regulatory complexities, knowledge gaps in business operations, and prevalent market biases. These themes have been thoughtfully curated to delve into the complex challenges confronted by disabled entrepreneurs, highlighting the pressing need for further exploration. The study advocates for the development of effective policies and interventions to support the involvement and success of disabled entrepreneurs within the broader entrepreneurial landscape. By focusing on these themes, this research seeks to guide future studies and contribute to the creation of policies and targeted support mechanisms for disabled entrepreneurs in Selangor, Malaysia.


5.0 CONCLUSION

"Entrepreneurship for Empowerment Persons with Disabilities" accentuates the crucial support needed for disabled entrepreneurs in Malaysia. By thoroughly scrutinizing the entrepreneurial landscape, this study has revealed the intricate challenges faced by individuals with disabilities, spanning from financial limitations to societal biases. By investigating whether disabled individuals are driven towards entrepreneurship by passion or necessity, this research unveils the complex hurdles they confront, including limited resources and societal perceptions.
The comprehensive review of existing literature illustrates that disabled entrepreneurs encounter formidable barriers, ranging from securing financial backing to accessing business networks. Nevertheless, amidst these obstacles, their resilience shines as they forge paths to success. The study advocates for customized policies and interventions to cultivate a more inclusive entrepreneurial environment, one that empowers disabled individuals to flourish.
The qualitative methodology embraced in this study, inclusive of interviews with disabled entrepreneurs in Selangor, provides invaluable insights into their experiences, motivations, and strategies for surmounting challenges. The diverse array of perspectives shared by participants such as Mr. Azizi Latif Bin Abdul Latif, Puan Nor Zaidah Binti Ab Rahman, and Mr. Mahmud Bin Rasul underscores the diverse landscape of disability entrepreneurship.
Through thematic analysis, this research sets the stage for future investigations to delve deeper into the triumphs and tribulations of disabled entrepreneurs. It calls for collaborative endeavors from policymakers, industries, and support organizations to effect positive changes in policies and attitudes. Ultimately, the goal is to cultivate a more supportive and inclusive entrepreneurial landscape in Selangor, Malaysia, where individuals with disabilities can realize their entrepreneurial dreams and make meaningful contributions to society.
In summary, "Entrepreneurship for Empowerment Persons with Disabilities" stands as a rallying cry for action, advocating for the development of targeted programs and initiatives that empower disabled entrepreneurs. By shedding light on their experiences and challenges, this study charts a path towards a future where disability serves not as a barrier to entrepreneurial success, but as a catalyst for innovation and progress.
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7.0 Framework Integration
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situate our findings, we have sffectively incorporated them into the broader framework of
existing knowledge. This has been achieved by integrating our results with two fundamental
theoretical frameworks: the Social Mode of Disabilty and Entreprensurship Theory.

7.1 Literatur Review and Selection of Framework

Adetailed review of existing ressarch emphasized the importance of the Social Mode!
of Disabity, which argues that societal bariers, rather than individual imitatons, are the main
hindrances to achieving inclusion. The high frequency of phrases such as ‘access, ‘support,
‘and ‘capital' in our data indicates a perspective that focuses on outside factors rather than
personal restrictions, which s consistent withthe model's emphasis.

7.2 Conceptual Framework Development

By applying the framework of Entrepreneurship Theary, specifically the resource-
based view, we came to understand the critcal importance that both internal capabiltes and
extemal resources have in determining the success of entrepreneurial ventures. The
importance that our participants placed on knowlsdge," technology,' and networks' mirrored
the theory's emphasis on generating compefiive bensfis through the use of personal and
extemal assefs.

7.3 Data Analysis And Theoretical Integration

The research employed these frameworks to direct the interpretation of coded data,
specifcally in relation to the numerous mentions of Tnclusivity and ‘opportunity These themes.
aligned with the Social Modsfs promofion of an environment that smpowers entrepreneurs.
with disabiltes to fioursh.

7.4 Implications For Practice And Future Practice

Through the integration of our findings with these theorstical frameworks, we present
practical insighs for policy-makers. These insights include improving access to capital and
establishing strong support networks. In addifon, our study presents opportunities for future.
research to invesiigate the unique resource requiements of enirepreneurs with disabilfies
and the influsnce of sociatal perceptions on their business achievements. Hence by utlizing
the frameworks, we were able to pinpoint crucial intervention points.
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a business properly.

“Firsty, we need a

fighting spirt and

sacondly the right
mindset

Overcoming Obstactes on
the Entrepreneurial
Joumey

The dala stated that the
interviewse  encouraged
‘people with disabilties to have.
a fightng spirtand the right
mindsat.

“We need to double.
our efforts and be
‘ahead of normal
people.

Overcoming Obstactes on
the Entrepreneurial
Joumey

The data stated that the
interviewse said that as a
disabled person, we need to
work _harder than nomal
people 1o be successul in
business.

150 collaborate with
various paties,
including the
‘govemment such as

Overcoming Obstactes on
the Entrepreneurial
Joumey

The data stated that the
intorviewee collaborated with

various parlies to open up.





